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DETAILED ACTION 

Examiner acknowledges receipt of the RCE filed on 10/13/06. Currently, 
claims 1-7, 9-37, 41-49 and 57 are pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtgdned though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims l-7» 9-26, 28-37, 41-49 and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Cheng (US* Patent No. 4,995,615) in view of Lamle 
(US Patent No. 5,199,710). 

Claim 1: Cheng discloses a method of distributing cards comprising 
computationally generating a first pseudo-random playing card sequence from a first 
set of playing card values before printing a first card in the sequence (col. 2, lines 65- 
68; col. 3, lines 7-8). Cheng does not disclose printing a plurality of playing cards 
having markings corresponding to respective ones of the playing card values in an 
order matching at least a portion of the generated first pseudo-random playing card 
sequence. However, Cheng discloses printing on a sheet the generated sequence of the 
determined distinct numbers corresponding to each playing card values in an order 
matching at least a portion of the generated first pseudo-random playing card 
sequence (col. 2, line 68; col. 3, lines 1-3; and col. 4, lines 43-44). Lamle discloses 



Application/ Control Number: 10/017,276 
Art Unit: 3714 



Page 3 



printing on a plurality of playing cards having markings corresponding to respective 
ones of the playing card values in an order matching at least a portion of the 
generated first pseudo-random playing card sequence (coL 2, lines 1-10). It would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to print the generated pseudo-random playing card sequence of Cheng on a 
plurality of playing cards as taught by Lamle in order to prevent players from viewing 
the cards before the game play. 

Claim 2: Cheng discloses executing the random number generation algorithm 
on a processor (col. 1, lines 64-66). 

Claims 3-4: Lamle discloses removing an ordered stack of the playing cards one 
by one from a card shoe (col. 3, lines 8-9; and col. 2, lines 19-21). 

Claims 5-6: Lamle discloses printing playing cards on opposite faces of the card 
stock (col. 3, lines 52-56). Further, printing playing cards in a selected orientation 
would have been obvious design choice. 

Claims 7 and 9-10: refer to discussion in claim 1 above. Further, determining a 
portion of entire pseudo-random indicia sequence to be generated would have been 
both obvious and design choice according to a designer's preference. 

Claims 1 1 and 57: Lamle discloses activating portions of the playing cards (col. 
3, lines 23-31). Further, as to claim 57, applying a charge for producing a pla)dng card 
would have been well known to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made. 

Claim 12: refer to discussion in claim 7 above. Further, Lamle discloses 
generating and printing successively sets of playing card value (col. 3, lines 13-31). 
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Claim 13: Lamle discloses distributing the playing cards (col. 2, lines 9-10). 
Claim 14: refer to discussion in claim 1 above. 

Claim 15: Cheng discloses a printer for printing playing cards (col. 3, lines 53- 
56). Further, including a print head and a print head controller in a printer would 
have been well known to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made. 

Claim 16: refer to discussion in claim 7 above. 

Claim 17: connecting a printer to a host network computer to communicate 
data between the computers would have been well known to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made. 

Claim 18: Lamle discloses generating print data and transmitting print data to 
the printer (col. 3, lines 13-20; col. 2, lines 1-10; and col. 3, lines 35-39). 

Claim 19: refer to discussion in claim 7 above. 

Claim 20: dealing playing cards according to a pseudo-random sequence would 
have been well known to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made. 

Claims 21-22: refer to discussion in claims 5-6 above. 

Claims 23-24: Lamle discloses printing the number of playing cards according 
to a predetermined number of cards (col. 3, lines 20-23). Further, selecting the 
predetermined number of cards for printing that is less than 52 would have been an 
obvious design choice. 

Claim 25: refer to discussion in claim 1 above. 
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Claims 26 and 28: storing the printed playing cards in a card shoe and 
printing a rank and a suit on the playing card would have been well known to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made. 

Claim 29: refer to discussion in claim 12 above. 

Claims 30-31: Lamle discloses including playing card values corresponding to 
a deck of cards (col. 1, lines 52-53; and col. 3, lines 20-23). Further, including 52 
cards in a deck would have been well known. 

Claims 32-33: refer to discussion in claims 2 and 15 above. 

Claims 34-35: Cheng discloses providing different pseudo-random sequences 
(col. 3, lines 1 and 16-18). Further, coupling the printer to a remote processor would 
have been well known. 

Claims 36-37: reading the card markings would have been well known. 

Claim 41: refer to discussion in claims 1, 32 and 35 above. 

Claims 42-43: Lamle discloses a chip tray and a betting station (Fig. 1; and col. 
2, lines 66-68; col. 3, lines 1-2). Further, tracking wagers and value of chips in the 
chip tray on a gaming table would have been well known. 

Claim 44: refer to discussion in claims 42-43 above. 

Claim 45: reading markings on the discarded cards would have been well 
known. 

Claims 46-49: refer to discussion in claims 1, 5, and 12 above. 
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AllowcLble Subject Matter 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Prior arts of record does not disclose a method for generating a playing 
card deck for a card game set forth in claim 27 in which for each of at least three of 
the playing card values in an order of the playing card values in at least a portion of 
the pseudo-random plajdng card sequence, printing markings on a respective playing 
card, the markings corresponding to the respective playing card value; determining 
when the number of the printed pla3dng cards in a card shoe falls below a threshold 
value, and printing markings on an additional number of playing cards in response to 
the number of printed playing cards in the card shoe falling below the threshold value. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kim T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4441. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30AM to 
5:OOPM ET. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai, can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The central official fax 
number is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



kn 

Date: January 6, 2007 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 



